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Health Care Access Coalition Hosts

Interfaith Gathering on Health Care

The Health Care Reform bill before Barack Obama seems all but assured of becoming law.  But the discussion shouldn’t end with its enactment, especially since people’s needs, not private interests, must be in the forefront of any decision. 

Join members of faith communities Sunday, January 10, 3:30 to 4:30 P.M., at the John Ash Community Center in Olean, as we remember — in prayer, in testimony, and in music — the uninsured and underinsured.
“We believe that the people who suffer from the current health care system should be the focus and the heart of the health care debate now in Congress. We want to help redirect attention to our brothers and sisters in need of quality and affordable health care, said Betty D’Arcy, chair of the steering committee for the event. “Bringing together representatives of different faiths is a wonderful way to show everyone that a lack of quality health care coverage affects us all.” 

Representatives from different faith traditions including Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Islam, and Judaism will offer prayers and readings referring to the requirements of the faith to provide for or care for one’s neighbor.  Additionally, people will provide testimonies as to how the current health care system has negatively affected them.  

All are welcome to attend this free event.

For more information about the HCAC, please visit our website at www.healthcareaccesscoalition.org.  

• • •

Formed in the fall of 2005 as a project of the Labor-Religion Coalition of Southwestern New York, the Health Care Access Coalition is a collaboration of people involved in health care, organized labor, faith and civic community.  Believing in health care as a right, the Health Care Access Coalition works to promote affordable, comprehensive, and quality health care for all through education and advocacy.  The HCAC engages in actions that address specific health care needs in rural Cattaraugus County as well as advocating at both the state and national levels for the legislative/systemic change necessary to bring about universal health care. Whenever possible, the HCAC works collaboratively with other coalitions, organizations, and individuals in the Southern Tier to develop the collective power that can help effect change.

