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Health Care Access Coalition Hosts

Presentation and Panel Discussion of The Affordable Care Act

The Affordable Care Act, signed into law a little over a year ago with some pieces taking effect this past January, is confusing to many.  Health care is critical, and many in our community are wondering what effect the Affordable Care Act will have on their health care needs, not to mention their pocketbook. To answer these questions, and more, the Health Care Access Coalition is sponsoring an educational event focused on the Affordable Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act: What’s In It For You? is a presentation and panel discussion being held Sunday, March 27 from 2 to 4 p.m. at Walsh Auditorium on the St. Bonaventure University campus.

“Our mission is to promote affordable, comprehensive, quality health care through education and advocacy,” said Athena Godet-Calogeras, chair of the Health Care Access Coalition.  “We hear all the time that people aren’t sure what the Affordable Health Care Act will do for them.  We wanted to offer this presentation and panel discussion to help the community gain a greater understanding of what is good – and what is still needed – in the new legislation.”

Bob Cohen, Esq., policy director of Citizen Action of New York, is the main speaker and will present aspects of the new law and take questions.  Following his presentation, members of a panel will discuss the law from their particular perspectives. The following panelists are confirmed: Dr. Kevin D. Watkins, M.D., director of public health for Cattaraugus County Health Department; David Koebelin, Human Resources director for Cutco; Allison White, an uninsured member of the community; Neha Sanyal, a student in St. Bonaventure University’s Franciscan Health Program.

Questions and comments from the audience will follow the panel. 

“The panel is bringing together members representing different facets of the community,” said Dr. Pauline Hoffmann, assistant professor at St. Bonaventure University and Health Care Access Coalition member.  “I think it will offer several different viewpoints with people speaking both for and against the Affordable Care Act, but it will start a valuable dialogue.”

For more information about the HCAC, please visit our website at www.healthcareaccesscoalition.org.  

• • •

Formed in the fall of 2005 as a project of the Labor-Religion Coalition of Southwestern New York, the Health Care Access Coalition is a collaboration of people involved in health care, organized labor, faith and civic community.  Believing in health care as a right, the Health Care Access Coalition works to promote affordable, comprehensive, and quality health care for all through education and advocacy.  The HCAC engages in actions that address specific health care needs in rural Cattaraugus County as well as advocating at both the state and national levels for the legislative/systemic change necessary to bring about universal health care. Whenever possible, the HCAC works collaboratively with other coalitions, organizations, and individuals in the Southern Tier to develop the collective power that can help effect change.
