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Health Care Access Coalition Hosts

Single Payer Health Care Under the Microscope 

Before there was Barack Obama’s health care reform bill, there was HR 676, an expanded and improved Medicare for all. Also known as single payer health care, this proposal would ensure access to quality health care for everyone.  Congressman Eric Massa (D., 29th District) who has publicly stated that he favors the single payer option, has said he does not support Obama’s health care reform bill, H.R. 3200, as it now stands. 

Join the Health Care Access Coalition, Congressman Eric Massa, and Andy Coates, M.D. for a discussion titled “Single Payer Health Care Under the Microscope,” Sunday, September 13 from 2 to 4 p.m. in Walsh Auditorium on the St. Bonaventure University campus. 

The Congressman will describe the status of the health care reform proposals in Washington and his position on single payer. Dr. Coates, an internist in Albany and an active member of Single Payer New York, will speak of the need for health care that leaves no one out. Pre-med students from St. Bonaventure University will then take the lead with questions related to single payer health care. Members of the audience will also have an opportunity to pose their questions.

“We are thrilled to have a forum to address issues we have been fighting for as an organization,” said Athena Godet-Calogeras, HCAC chair, “That we will have with us two strong proponents of single payer health care: Congressman Eric Massa and Dr. Andy Coates is a testament to the work we have done as a coalition and to the voices in the community that refused to remain silent.”

All are welcome to attend this free event.

For more information about the HCAC, please visit our website at www.healthcareaccesscoalition.org.  

• • •

Formed in the fall of 2005 as a project of the Labor-Religion Coalition of Southwestern New York, the Health Care Access Coalition is a collaboration of people involved in health care, organized labor, faith and civic community.  Believing in health care as a right, the Health Care Access Coalition works to promote affordable, comprehensive, and quality health care for all through education and advocacy.  The HCAC engages in actions that address specific health care needs in rural Cattaraugus County as well as advocating at both the state and national levels for the legislative/systemic change necessary to bring about universal health care. Whenever possible, the HCAC works collaboratively with other coalitions, organizations, and individuals in the Southern Tier to develop the collective power that can help effect change.

