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Health Care Access Coalition Hosts

Medicare’s Birthday Party As It Turns 44
Health care reform was one of Barack Obama’s campaign promises.  News of its progress is on the front page of most newspapers.  But let’s not forget the health care reform that took place 44 years ago with the introduction of Medicare.  The Health Care Access Coalition wants to salute this sweeping reform with a birthday party for Medicare.  Join HCAC on July 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Gazebo in Lincoln Park (rain site is the Olean Senior Center, 112 North Barry St.)

Olean mayor, David Carucci, will cut the cake at 2 p.m.   
“It is important that we remember that the United States has gone through a health care reform process in the past,” said Athena Godet-Calogeras, HCAC chair, “We must remember that Medicare was met with criticism, too.  But I think we can say that Medicare turned out to be successful health care reform.”

“We need to keep the momentum of change going and keep the dialogue fresh,” said Godet-Calogeras, “We thought celebrating the groundbreaking passage of Medicare 44 years ago July 30 would be a way of doing that.  And we can’t have a birthday party without cake.”

All are welcome at the birthday celebration.  HCAC will also have its traveling display available outlining what is wrong with the present health care system and highlighting local people affected by problems with the present health care system.
For more information about the HCAC or Medicare’s birthday party, please visit our website at www.healthcareaccesscoalition.org.  

• • •

Formed in the fall of 2005 as a project of the Labor-Religion Coalition of Southwestern New York, the Health Care Access Coalition is a collaboration of people involved in health care, organized labor, faith and civic community.  Believing in health care as a right, the Health Care Access Coalition works to promote affordable, comprehensive, and quality health care for all through education and advocacy.  The HCAC engages in actions that address specific health care needs in rural Cattaraugus County as well as advocating at both the state and national levels for the legislative/systemic change necessary to bring about universal health care. Whenever possible, the HCAC works collaboratively with other coalitions, organizations, and individuals in the Southern Tier to develop the collective power that can help effect change.

